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SUSTAINABILITY LITERACY ASSESSMENT 

Academic & Professional Staff —  University of Warith Al-Anbiyaa 

Version 2.0  |  2025 

 

Assessment Title Sustainability Literacy & Knowledge Assessment — Staff 

Version 2.0 

Target Group All Academic Staff (Faculty, Lecturers, Researchers) & Professional Staff 

Purpose Pre/Post assessment of sustainability knowledge, attitudes, and behavioural 
intentions 

Aligned With UOWA Sustainability Training Program  

Administration Online (before and after training) or Paper-based during training day 

Estimated Duration 25–30 minutes 

Administered By Office of Sustainability, University of Warith Al-Anbiyaa 

Scoring Section B: 25 marks | Section C: scored 1–5 | Section D: qualitative 

 

Instructions: Please answer all questions honestly. This assessment is used to measure learning outcomes and 
improve the training programme. It is NOT used for performance evaluation. Results are confidential and 
reported only in aggregate form. 

 
 

Section A — Participant Information 

Please complete all fields. This information is used for reporting purposes only. 

 
Full Name (optional):  
______________________________ 

College / Department:  
____________________________ 

Position / Title:  
________________________________ 

Staff Category:  Academic   /   Professional 

Years at UOWA:  <1   /   1–3   /   4–10   /   >10 

Assessment Type:  Pre-Training   /   Post-Training 

 
 

Section B — Knowledge Assessment 

Choose the best answer for each question. Circle or tick your chosen option. 
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This section contains 25 questions (1 mark each). Total: 25 marks. Pass mark: 20/25 (80%). 

 

Module 1: Foundations of Environmental Sustainability (Questions 1–7) 

Q1. Which of the following best describes the concept of sustainability? 

a) Using natural resources as quickly as possible for economic growth 

b) Meeting the needs of the present without compromising future generations 

c) Protecting the environment at the expense of economic development 

d) Replacing fossil fuels with nuclear energy 

 

Q2. How many Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) were adopted by the United Nations in 2015? 

e) 10 

f) 17 

g) 21 

h) 25 

 

Q3. Which SDG is most directly related to Climate Action? 

i) SDG 4 — Quality Education 

j) SDG 7 — Affordable and Clean Energy 

k) SDG 13 — Climate Action 

l) SDG 16 — Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions 

 

Q4. What is the primary cause of accelerating climate change? 

m) Volcanic eruptions releasing CO₂ 

n) Burning of fossil fuels and deforestation releasing greenhouse gases 

o) Expansion of agricultural land 

p) Ozone layer depletion 

 

Q5. Which of the following is a specific environmental challenge particularly severe in Iraq? 

q) Permafrost thawing and Arctic ice loss 

r) Tropical deforestation and coral reef bleaching 

s) Water scarcity, desertification, and severe dust storms 

t) Sea-level rise threatening coastal cities 

 

Q6. What is the three-pillar model of sustainability? 

u) Energy, Water, and Waste 

v) Environment, Society, and Economy 

w) Government, Industry, and Education 

x) Local, Regional, and Global 

 

Q7. What role do universities play in sustainable development? 
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y) Universities are not significant contributors to sustainability 

z) Universities only contribute through research publications 

aa) Universities lead by example through operations, research, teaching, and community 
engagement 

bb) Universities should focus solely on economic productivity 

 
 

Module 2: Energy, Water & Waste Management (Questions 8–14) 

Q8. Which of the following actions would most effectively reduce a university building's energy 
consumption? 

cc) Increasing the number of air conditioning units 

dd) Installing motion-sensor lighting and LED systems 

ee) Replacing all windows with stained glass 

ff) Moving all classes to evening sessions 

 

Q9. What does a "carbon footprint" measure? 

gg) The area of land needed to absorb all waste produced 

hh) The total amount of greenhouse gases emitted by an activity or organisation 

ii) The weight of carbon-based materials purchased each year 

jj) The number of trees cut down per year 

 

Q10. In the context of the UOWA campus, which source is responsible for most water consumption? 

kk) Student drinking water fountains 

ll) Air conditioning cooling systems, labs, restrooms, and landscape irrigation 

mm) Swimming pool facilities 

nn) Administrative office taps 

 

Q11. What does the "circular economy" principle of waste management prioritise? 

oo) Exporting waste to other countries 

a) Burning waste for energy generation 

b) Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, and Recover resources 

c) Building larger landfill sites 

 

Q12. Which type of waste requires special handling and must NOT be placed in general waste bins? 

d) Paper and cardboard 

e) Food packaging 

f) Laboratory chemicals, e-waste, and biomedical waste 

g) Plastic water bottles 

 

Q13. Karbala Governorate has significant potential for which form of renewable energy? 

h) Wind energy 
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i) Hydropower 

j) Solar energy 

k) Tidal energy 

 

Q14. What does "greywater" refer to in water conservation? 

l) Contaminated industrial wastewater 

m) Wastewater from toilets containing human waste 

n) Wastewater from sinks, showers, and laundry that can be treated and reused 

o) Rainwater collected from rooftops 

 
 

Module 3: Biodiversity, Green Spaces & Sustainable Procurement (Questions 15–19) 

Q15. What is "biodiversity"? 

p) The total biomass of plants in a given area 

q) The variety of life forms (species, genes, ecosystems) in a given area 

r) The number of trees planted on a university campus 

s) The carbon stored in forest ecosystems 

 

Q16. Why is planting native species on campus preferable to planting exotic species? 

t) Native species are more colourful and aesthetically pleasing 

u) Native species require more irrigation and intensive care 

v) Native species are adapted to the local climate and support local wildlife 

w) Native species grow faster and produce more fruit 

 

Q17. What is "sustainable procurement"? 

x) Buying the cheapest products available on the market 

y) Purchasing goods and services that consider environmental, social, and economic impacts 

z) Sourcing all products from international suppliers 

aa) Procuring only locally-made products regardless of quality 

 

Q18. Which of the following best describes integrated pest management (IPM)? 

bb) Using maximum chemical pesticides to eliminate all pests quickly 

cc) Ignoring pest problems unless crops are fully destroyed 

dd) Using a combination of biological, physical, and chemical methods to manage pests with 
minimal environmental impact 

ee) Importing pest predators from other regions 

 

Q19. When evaluating a vendor for sustainability, which factor is LEAST relevant? 

ff) The vendor's environmental certifications and eco-labels 

gg) The vendor's proximity to the university to reduce transport emissions 

hh) The vendor's logo colour and marketing materials 
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ii) Whether the vendor uses fair labour practices 

 
 

Module 4: Education, Research & Professional Practice (Questions 20–25) 

Q20. What is "Education for Sustainable Development" (ESD)? 

jj) A separate subject taught only in environmental science departments 

kk) An approach that integrates sustainability values and skills into teaching across all disciplines 

ll) A United Nations scholarship programme for environmental researchers 

mm) A policy requiring universities to reduce their carbon emissions by 50% 

 

Q21. Which of the following is the best way for a faculty member to integrate sustainability into their 
course? 

nn) Add a single paragraph about the environment to the course syllabus 

oo) Replace all existing content with sustainability topics 

pp) Align relevant learning outcomes with SDGs and design activities that develop sustainability 
competencies 

qq) Ask students to watch environmental documentaries independently 

 

Q22. What does "green research practice" include? 

rr) Publishing research only in open-access green-coloured journals 

ss) Conducting all research outdoors in natural environments 

tt) Minimising waste, energy use, and chemical consumption in laboratory and field research 

uu) Requiring all research to focus on ecological topics 

 

Q23. According to the UOWA Sustainability Training Program, what should a Sustainability Action Plan 
include? 

vv) A budget request to the university finance office 

ww) At least three specific personal sustainability commitments for the coming year 

xx) A list of all sustainability violations observed on campus 

yy) A proposal to restructure the university's organisational chart 

 

Q24. Which international ranking framework assesses university sustainability performance including 
curriculum, research, and campus operations? 

zz) Times Higher Education (THE) World University Rankings 

aaa) QS World University Rankings 

bbb) UI GreenMetric World University Rankings 

ccc) Academic Ranking of World Universities (ARWU) 

 

Q25. A colleague leaves a laboratory air conditioning unit running overnight in an empty room. What is the 
most appropriate response? 

ddd) Ignore it — it is not your responsibility 

eee) Report the colleague to university security for disciplinary action 
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fff) Politely remind the colleague of the university's energy conservation policy and turn off the 
unit 

ggg) Send a formal complaint to the University President 

 
 
 

Section C — Attitudes & Self-Assessment 

Rate each statement from 1 (Strongly Disagree) to 5 (Strongly Agree). Circle the appropriate symbol. 

 

C1: Knowledge & Awareness 

Statement Strongly 
Disagree 

Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly 
Agree 

I understand the three pillars of sustainability 
(environmental, social, economic) 

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

I am aware of the UN Sustainable Development Goals 
and their relevance to my work 

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

I understand the specific environmental challenges 
facing Iraq (water scarcity, desertification) 

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

I know what the University of Warith Al-Anbiyaa's 
sustainability targets are 

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

I am familiar with UI GreenMetric and QS 
Sustainability Rankings criteria 

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

 

C2: Attitudes & Values 

Statement Strongly 
Disagree 

Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly 
Agree 

Environmental sustainability is an important 
responsibility for all university staff 

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

My individual behaviour at work has a meaningful 
impact on the university's sustainability performance 

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

Academic staff should integrate sustainability themes 
into their teaching, regardless of their discipline 

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

Sustainable procurement is worth the potential 
additional cost 

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

I feel motivated to take personal action to reduce my 
environmental impact at work 

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

 

C3: Behaviours & Practices 
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Statement Strongly 
Disagree 

Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly 
Agree 

I regularly switch off lights and equipment when 
leaving my office or classroom 

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

I minimise paper use and prefer electronic 
communication in my daily work 

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

I follow the university's waste segregation guidelines 
in my workplace 

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

I have incorporated sustainability content into at least 
one of my courses (academic staff) 

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

I have discussed sustainability practices with 
colleagues or students in the past year 

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

 
 

Section D — Behavioural Intentions & Action Planning 

Complete this section after the training. Your responses will be used to develop your personal Sustainability 
Action Plan. 

 

D1: Post-Training Commitments 

List three specific actions you commit to taking in the next 12 months to improve sustainability in your 
work: 

 

# Commitment / Action How I Will Do It Target Date How I Will Measure 
Success 

1     

2     

3     

 

D2: Open Reflection 

What is the single most important sustainability change you can make in your college/department? 
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What sustainability topic would you like more training on? 

 

 

 
 

Section E — Training Quality Evaluation 

Please rate the training day overall. Your feedback directly improves future sessions. 

 

Statement Strongly 
Disagree 

Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly 
Agree 

The training content was relevant to my professional 
role 

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

The facilitators presented information clearly and 
engagingly 

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

The workshop activities helped me understand 
sustainability concepts better 

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

The training materials were available in both Arabic 
and English 

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

I would recommend this training to colleagues at 
other institutions 

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

 
Overall rating of the training day:  1  —  2  —  3  —  4  —  5  (circle one) 

 
Additional comments: 
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FACILITATOR ANSWER KEY & SCORING GUIDE 

Section B — Knowledge Assessment (Staff Version) 

For facilitator use only — Do not distribute to participants 

 

Answer Key — Section B (25 Questions × 1 mark each). Correct answers shown in bold teal in the assessment. 
Pass mark: 20/25 (80%). 

 

Q# Question Summary Correct Answer 

Q1 Definition of sustainability B 

Q2 Number of UN SDGs B — 17 

Q3 SDG for Climate Action C — SDG 13 

Q4 Primary cause of climate change B 

Q5 Environmental challenge specific to Iraq C 

Q6 Three pillars of sustainability B 

Q7 Role of universities C 

Q8 Energy reduction action B 

Q9 Carbon footprint definition B 

Q10 Campus water consumption B 

Q11 Circular economy principle C 

Q12 Special waste handling C 

Q13 Renewable energy in Karbala C — Solar 

Q14 Greywater definition C 

Q15 Biodiversity definition B 

Q16 Native vs exotic species C 

Q17 Sustainable procurement definition B 

Q18 Integrated pest management C 

Q19 Least relevant vendor factor C 

Q20 Education for Sustainable Development B 
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Q21 Faculty integrating sustainability C 

Q22 Green research practice C 

Q23 Sustainability Action Plan contents B 

Q24 UI GreenMetric ranking C 

Q25 Energy waste scenario C 

 

Scoring Interpretation 

Score Range Percentage Interpretation 

23–25 92–100% Excellent — Strong sustainability literacy; sustainability 
champion potential 

20–22 80–91% Proficient — Good knowledge base; meets training 
objectives 

15–19 60–79% Developing — Some gaps; targeted follow-up 
recommended 

Below 15 Below 60% Emerging — Significant knowledge gaps; repeat training 
required 
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