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SUSTAINABILITY LITERACY ASSESSMENT 

Students  —  University of Warith Al-Anbiyaa 

Ref: UOWA/SUS/AST/STD/2024  |  Version 1.0  |  2024 

 

Assessment Title Sustainability Literacy & Knowledge Assessment — Students 

Version 2.0 

Target Group All Undergraduate and Postgraduate Students, University of Warith Al-Anbiyaa 

Purpose Assess sustainability knowledge, campus environmental behaviours, and values 

Administration Online portal, orientation sessions, or end-of-year sustainability survey 

Estimated Duration 20–25 minutes 

Administered By Office of Sustainability / Student Affairs, University of Warith Al-Anbiyaa 

Scoring Section B: 20 marks | Sections C & D: scored 1–5 | Section E: qualitative 

 

Instructions: This assessment helps the University understand how students think and feel about sustainability. 
There are no wrong or right answers in the attitudes sections. Your answers are completely confidential and will 
only be used to improve campus sustainability programmes. 

 
 

Section A — Student Information 

 
Student ID:  ______________________________ 

College:  
____________________________________ 

Year of Study:  1st   /   2nd   /   3rd   /   4th   /   
Postgraduate 

Gender:  Male   /   Female   /   Prefer not to say 

Nationality:  ______________________________ 

Live on Campus:  Yes   /   No 

 
 

Section B — Sustainability Knowledge 

Choose the best answer for each question. This section has 20 questions (1 mark each). Total: 20 marks. 

There is only one correct answer per question. Circle or tick your choice. 

 

Part 1: Core Concepts (Questions 1–6) 
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Q1. What does sustainability mean? 

a) Using all available natural resources as quickly as possible 

b) Balancing the needs of people today without harming the ability of future generations to meet 
their own needs 

a) Protecting wild animals and plants from all human activity 

b) Switching all energy use to nuclear power 

 

Q2. The three pillars of sustainability are: 

c) Air, Water, and Land 

d) Government, Business, and Civil Society 

e) Environmental, Social, and Economic 

f) Local, National, and International 

 

Q3. How many Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) did the United Nations adopt in 2015? 

g) 8 

h) 12 

i) 17 

j) 20 

 

Q4. Which SDG is directly focused on affordable and clean energy? 

k) SDG 3 

l) SDG 7 

m) SDG 11 

n) SDG 15 

 

Q5. Climate change is primarily caused by: 

o) Changes in the Earth's orbit around the Sun 

p) Volcanic activity releasing sulphur dioxide 

q) Human activities releasing greenhouse gases such as CO₂ and methane 

r) Ozone layer thinning caused by UV radiation 

 

Q6. Which of the following is a major environmental challenge specific to Iraq? 

s) Tropical rainforest loss 

t) Coastal flooding 

u) Desertification and water scarcity 

v) Sea-level rise 

 
 

Part 2: Campus Sustainability (Questions 7–13) 

Q7. Which action would most reduce electricity use in a university building? 
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w) Keeping air conditioning running 24 hours to maintain a constant temperature 

x) Installing LED lighting with motion sensors 

y) Using more electronic devices per student 

z) Moving all classes online permanently 

 

Q8. What should you do with a used battery at UOWA? 

aa) Throw it in the nearest general waste bin 

bb) Leave it on your desk until someone else disposes of it 

cc) Place it in a designated e-waste or hazardous waste collection point 

dd) Flush it down the sink with water 

 

Q9. What does recycling mean? 

ee) Throwing waste into a green-coloured bin 

ff) Processing used materials into new products to reduce waste and resource consumption 

gg) Burning waste at high temperatures to generate energy 

hh) Storing waste underground in sealed containers 

 

Q10. Karbala has high potential for which type of renewable energy? 

ii) Wave power 

jj) Geothermal energy 

kk) Solar energy 

ll) Wind power 

 

Q11. What is the best way to reduce your personal water use on campus? 

mm) Take longer showers to use hot water efficiently 

nn) Report leaking taps, use water-efficient facilities, and avoid unnecessary water wastage 

oo) Use bottled water only, avoiding tap water entirely 

pp) Water use is not a student responsibility 

 

Q12. Which of the following is NOT a sustainable transport option? 

qq) Cycling to campus 

rr) Sharing a ride with fellow students 

ss) Walking between campus buildings 

tt) Driving alone in a large private vehicle 

 

Q13. What is the purpose of the UOWA campus greening initiative? 

uu) To make the campus look more attractive for ranking photos 

vv) To sequester carbon, restore biodiversity, and create a healthier campus environment 

ww) To provide shade only for outdoor events 

xx) To replace sports facilities with gardens 
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Part 3: Global Sustainability & University Context (Questions 14–20) 

Q14. What does "carbon neutral" mean? 

yy) Using only carbon-based fuels 

zz) Producing zero emissions of any kind 

aaa) Balancing the amount of carbon emitted with an equivalent amount removed or offset 

bbb) Reducing carbon emissions by 10% each year 

 

Q15. What is the UI GreenMetric World University Ranking? 

ccc) A ranking of universities by the greenness of their logo and branding 

ddd) An international ranking that evaluates university sustainability in infrastructure, energy, 
waste, water, transportation, and education 

eee) A list of universities offering environmental science degrees 

fff) A ranking of universities based on graduate employment in green industries 

 

Q16. What is "biodiversity"? 

ggg) The number of trees in a forest 

hhh) The total weight of all living organisms 

iii) The variety of life forms in a given area 

jjj) The area of protected natural reserves 

 

Q17. Which is an example of sustainable food consumption? 

kkk) Choosing locally produced, seasonal foods and reducing food waste 

lll) Consuming large amounts of imported packaged food 

mmm) Using single-use plastic cutlery for all meals 

nnn) Ordering food delivered by air freight daily 

 

Q18. What does SDG 4 (Quality Education) have to do with sustainability? 

ooo) Nothing — education and sustainability are unrelated 

ppp) It requires all students to study environmental science 

qqq) It promotes education that empowers people to contribute to sustainable development 

rrr) It focuses only on primary school education in developing countries 

 

Q19. What does a "paperless campus" initiative aim to achieve? 

sss) Removing all books from university libraries 

ttt) Reducing paper consumption, cutting costs, and lowering environmental impact 

uuu) Making campus buildings entirely out of recycled plastic 

vvv) Banning the use of printed exam papers 
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Q20. Students can contribute to university sustainability by: 

www) Focusing only on academic performance and ignoring campus operations 

xxx) Actively participating in sustainability initiatives, reporting environmental issues, and adopting 
eco-friendly habits 

yyy) Leaving sustainability entirely to the facilities management team 

zzz) Attending only sustainability-related courses 

 
 
 

Section C — Campus Sustainability Behaviours 

How often do you do the following? Rate each item: 1 = Never, 2 = Rarely, 3 = Sometimes, 4 = Often, 5 = 
Always 

 

Behaviour Never (1) Rarely (2) Sometimes 
(3) 

Often (4) Always (5) 

I switch off lights when leaving a room ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

I use both sides of paper before recycling it ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

I carry a reusable water bottle instead of buying 
plastic bottles 

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

I use the stairs instead of the lift for short distances ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

I sort my waste into the correct recycling bins ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

I report water leaks or damaged facilities on campus ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

I walk or use shared transport to reach campus ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

I reduce food waste in the university cafeteria ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

I participate in campus sustainability events or clean-
up campaigns 

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

I encourage friends to adopt eco-friendly behaviours ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

 
 

Section D — Attitudes & Values 

Rate your agreement with each statement: 1 = Strongly Disagree to 5 = Strongly Agree. 

 

D1: Personal Responsibility 

Statement Strongly 
Disagree 

Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly 
Agree 
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I feel personally responsible for protecting the 
environment 

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

My daily choices and habits affect the sustainability of 
the university and wider community 

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

Students have an important role to play in making 
UOWA a more sustainable campus 

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

I am willing to change my behaviour to reduce my 
environmental impact 

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

Environmental sustainability is as important as 
academic achievement 

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

 

D2: University & Education 

Statement Strongly 
Disagree 

Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly 
Agree 

UOWA is committed to environmental sustainability ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

Sustainability topics should be included in courses 
across all academic disciplines 

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

The university provides enough information about 
how students can act sustainably on campus 

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

Student sustainability clubs and societies are valuable 
and worth supporting 

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

I would like more sustainability content in my 
academic programme 

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

 
 

Section E — Your Voice 

What is the biggest sustainability challenge on the UOWA campus, in your view? 

 

 

 

 
What one action could UOWA take to become more sustainable? 
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Would you like to join a student sustainability club at UOWA?  Yes   /   No   /   Maybe 
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FACILITATOR ANSWER KEY — STUDENT VERSION 

Section B — Knowledge Assessment (20 Questions) 

For facilitator use only — Do not distribute to students 

 

Q# Question Summary Correct Answer 

Q1 Definition of sustainability B 

Q2 Three pillars of sustainability C 

Q3 Number of SDGs C — 17 

Q4 SDG for clean energy B — SDG 7 

Q5 Primary cause of climate change C 

Q6 Environmental challenge in Iraq C 

Q7 Reducing electricity on campus B 

Q8 Disposing of used battery C 

Q9 Definition of recycling B 

Q10 Renewable energy in Karbala C — Solar 

Q11 Reducing personal water use B 

Q12 Non-sustainable transport D — Solo driving 

Q13 Purpose of campus greening B 

Q14 Definition of carbon neutral C 

Q15 UI GreenMetric ranking B 

Q16 Definition of biodiversity C 

Q17 Sustainable food example A 

Q18 SDG 4 and sustainability C 

Q19 Paperless campus aim B 

Q20 Student contribution to sustainability B 

 

Scoring Interpretation — Students 
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Score Range Percentage Level 

18–20 90–100% Excellent — High sustainability literacy; peer educator 
potential 

15–17 75–89% Proficient — Good knowledge; minor gaps in specific 
topic areas 

10–14 50–74% Developing — Foundational awareness; more 
sustainability education recommended 

Below 10 Below 50% Emerging — Limited sustainability literacy; targeted 
programme support needed 
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